8              Idm and Scope of a Miracle.

Maker, looks to Him alone for a change in its constitu-
tion. Yet Miracles are but a branch of the evidences,
and other branches have their respective advantages.
Prophecy, as has been often observed, is a growing
evidence, and appeals more forcibly than Miracles to
those who are acquainted with the Miracles .only
through testimony. A philosophical mind will per-
haps be most strongly affected by the fact of the very
existence of the Jewish polity, or of the revolution
effected by Christianity. "While the beautiful moral
teaching and evident honesty of the New Testament
vvriters is the most persuasive argument to the un-
learned but single-hearted inquirer. Nor must it be
forgott.en that the evidences of Revelation are cumu-
lative, that they gain strength from each other; and
that, in consequence, the argument from Miracles is
immensely stronger when viewed in conjunction with
the rest, than when considered separately, as in an
inquiry of the present nature.

As the relative force of the separate evidences is
different under different circumstances, so again has
one class of Miracles more or less weight than another,
according to the accidental change of times, places,
and persons addressed. As our knowledge of the
system of nature, and of the circumstances of the
particular case varies, so of course varies our con-
viction. Walking on the sea, for instance, or giving
sight to one born blind, would to us perhaps be a